Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

April 29, 2005

The Honorable Joe Knollenberg The Honorable John W. Olver
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on TT/HUD Subcommittee on TT/HUD
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
2349 Rayburn House Office Building 1111 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Knollenberg and Ranking Member Olver:

As the Subcommittee considers the Fiscal Year 2006 (FY06) Transportation, Treasury,
Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act, we would like to express our
strong support for fully funding the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.

Section 8 housing vouchers are critical to the ability of our communities to effectively
secure safe, affordable housing for low-income families, senior citizens, and people with
disabilities. These vouchers also provide struggling familics the stability and foundation
needed to maintain employment and achieve economic success.

The President recognized the importance of the Section 8 housing program in his FY06
Budget, and stated his desire to fully fund vouchers needing renewal. While many of us
believe increased ﬁmdmg 18 necessary to reduce the long waiting lists that exist for the
Housing Choice Voucher program, we all agree that we should prov1de at least the same
level of funding as the President requested in his budget.

The FY06 Budget indicates that the Administration plans to present legislation to
substantially alter this successfill program. We appreciate that the report accompanying
the Y05 VA-HUD appropriations bill recognized that “such changes fall outside the
Committee’s jurisdiction” and that reform proposals should be taken up by the
authorizing committee instead. Indeed, the Financial Services Committee is currently
engaged in a bipartisan effort to examine ways to improve the program. Therefore, we
urge the Subcommittee to continue to defer to the authorizing committee with respect to
programmatic changes to the voucher program.

Meanwhile, waiting lists for families seeking Section 8 assistance continue to grow. We
hope you take into account the severity of the housing crisis we now face, and the
importance of Section 8 vouchers in providing millions of families a safe and affordable
place to live. Vouchers are also a linchpin of many local and state strategies to end
chronic homelessness, which the President has made a key priority.
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We, therefore, urge you to provide full funding for the Housing Choice Voucher program

in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations
bill.
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Members of Congress who signed the Nadler/Shays/Velazquez/Tiberi letter
in support of the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program

Adam B. Schiff
Adam Smith

Al Green

Albert Wynn
Alcee Hastings
Anna Eshoo
Anthony Weiner
Artur Davis

9. Barbara Lee

10. Barney Frank

11. Bart Gordon

12. Benjamin Cardin
13. Bennie G. Thompson
14. Bernie Sanders
15. Betty McCollum
16. Bill Pascrell Jr.
17. Bob Filner

18. Bobby Rush

19. Brad Milller

20. Brad Sherman

21. Brian Baird

22. Carolyn Maloney
23. Carolyn McCarthy
24. Chaka Fattah

25. Charles Gonzalez
26. Charles Rangel
27. Chris Van Hollen
28. Christopher Shays
29. Christopher Smith
30. Collin Peterson
31. Corrine Brown
32. Dale E. Kildee
33. Danny K. Davis
34. Darlene Hooley
35. David Price

36. David Scott

37. David Wu

38. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
39. Dennis Cardoza
40. Dennis Kucinich
41. Dennis Moore

42. Diana DeGette
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. Diane E. Watson

. Donald M. Payne
Donna Christensen
Doris Matsui

Earl Blumenauer
Earl Pomeroy

Ed Case

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Edolphus Towns
Edward Markey
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Elijah Cummings
Eliot Engel

Ellen O. Tauscher
Emanuel Cleaver
Fortney Pete Stark
Frank LoBiondo
Frank Lucas
Frank Pallone, Jr.
G. K. Butterfield
Gary Ackerman
Gene Green
George Miller
Grace Napolitano
Gregory Meeks
Gwen Moore
Harold Ford
Henry Cuellar
Henry Waxman
Hilda Solis
Howard Berman
Tke Skelton

James Langevin
James Leach
James McGovern
James Oberstar
James P. Moran
Janice Schakowsky
Jay Inslee

Jeb Bradley
Jerrold Nadler
Jerry Costello

Jim Cooper

Jim Costa

Jim Davis

Jim Matheson



89, Jim McDermott
90. Jim Ramstad

91. Joe Baca

02. John Conyers, Jr
93. John Dingell

94. John F. Tierney
95. John Larson

96. John Lewis

97. Joseph Crowley
98. Juanita Millender-McDonald
99. Julia Carson

100. Kendrick Meeck
101. Lane Evans

102. Leonard Boswell
103. Lincoln Davis

104. Linda Sanchez

105. Lois Capps

106. Loretta Sanchez
107. Louise Slaughter
108. Lucille Roybard-Allard
109. Luis Gutierrez

110. Lynn Woolsey

111. Madeleine Bordallo
112. Major R. Owens
113. Mark Udall

114. Mariin Sabo

115. Marty Meehan

116. Maurice Hinchey
117. Maxine Waters

118. Melvin L. Watt
119. Michael Capuano
120. Michael Castle

121. Michael Doyle

122. Michael Honda
123. Michael Michaud
124. Michael R. McNulty
125. Mike McIntyre

126. Mike Ross

127. Nancy Johnson

128. Nancy Pelosi

129, Neil Abercrombie
130. Nick Rahall 11

131. Nomm Dicks

132. Nydia M. Velazquez
133. Patrick Tiberi

134, Peter DeFazio
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Phil English

Rahm Emanuel
Ratl M. Grijalva
Richard Neal

Rick Larsen

Rob Simmons
Robert Andrews
Robert Brady
Robert Menendez
Robert Wexler
Ron Kind

Rosa DeLauro
Ruben Hinojosa
Rush Holt

Sam Farr

Shetla Jackson Lee
Shelley Berkley
Sherrod Brown
Sherwood Boehlert
Silvestre Reyes
Solomon Ortiz
Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Stephen F. Lynch
Steve Israel
Tammy Baldwin
Ted Strickland
Tim Holden

Tim Ryan

Timothy Bishop
Tom Allen

Tom Lantos

Tom Udall

Vic Snyder
William Delahunt
William Lacy Clay
Xavier Becerra



